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I Patrons, T Troſtees and Dir aon, 
1 3 Or THE S 
| Y N 100 O43 1 
CHARITY: SCHOOLS 
1 and about the Cirr of Loxpon., 
GENTLEMEN, 
* 


TRUST there will appear a Cuficiens 
s reaſon for addreſſing the following pages 
ws your particular peruſal, | becauſe the ob- 
Jett they have in view more immediately 
concerns you, and the more likely, therefore, 
to meet with attention and excite inquiry at 
your hands, than if they had been merely 
publiſhed to the world, and, perhaps, paſſed 
over unnoticed and unknown; but that you 
vill conſequently wholly approve the deſign, 
I cannot, nor do expe. I am well aware 
that objeQions will be raiſed againſt the plan 


1 hove propoſed for the better regulation of 
| A 2 7" _ 'Y 


i | 
i} wo 4 


z 
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8 ble Charity-Schools; ſuch as the danger and 
difficulty of making innovations in inſtitu- 
8 tions of this kind, the additional expence 
1 ke alteration will burthen each pariſh with; 
[ — and the improbability of its being more 
1 5 | beneficial, either to the objedts themſelves, 
or to the community; but theſe 1 have en- 
deavoured to obviate: and, I am confident, 
that to adopt ſuch a mode of educating the 
children of the poor, will be productive 
of great. eee, not in idea, but in 
W 


5 


* remove a partial evil, or to correttt 
publiè abufes, requires but little trouble, 
and may be accompliſhed without much 
difficulty; but to ſubvert a whole ſyſtem, to 
remove prejudices, and to annihilate rules 
and orders, and forms and cuſtoms, much * 
-conſideration is neceſſary; to adopt ſuch 6 
plans and deſigns as will better and more F 
[fully anſwer the intention of theſe eſtabliſh- . 
ments. Upon theſe principles 1 ſtand for- » 
ward an advocate for theſe Schools; and, ; 
although 1 am conſcious of my inability to 1 
4 :expatiate ſo largely on the ſubject as the e 
| nature of it will admit, yet I perſuade : 
845 VV 
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„ 
myſelf, that what I have ſaid will ſufficiently 
ſhew the neceſſity of a reform, and the 
manner in which it may be effeted. 


Every one who has intereſted himſelf for | 
the benefit of the Schools; 'and thoſe who 
are equal well-wiſhers to them, will, I think; 
agree with me, when I ſay the preſent mode 
of educating the children does not anſwer 
that extenſive purpoſe for which they were 
originally deſigned; but that it does not, is 
no fault of the Truſtees and Directors; it is | 
owing, in a great meaſure, to their con- 
. fined and narrow circumſtances, the low 
ſtate of their finances, but principally to that 
licentiouſneſs and diſſipation which has made 
ſuch inroads upon the morals of the people, 
and which 1s rapidly increaſing through all 
ranks of mankind: it becomes, therefore, 
highly neceſſary to impreſs on the minds of 
youth who are to att in ſubordinate ſtations, 
a moral rectitude of conduct, and a due 
ſenſe of the Chriſtian religion. 


But, belate 1 recommend to your atten- 
tion what meaſures to adopt that will moſt 
likely weben theſe ends, and the means 

LO 
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10 proſecute them for the public good, f 
will briefly lay before you the preſent ſtate 
of the -Schools, and the manner in which 
| the children are e employed. 


Theſe Schools confift of a bete nums 
ber of boys and girls, who ate either born 
or chriſtened in their reſpective pariſhes, or 
' whoſe parents have reſided there for a great 
length of time: they are admitted into the 
Schools at an early age ; the former are 
taught to read, write, &c. the latter, to 
read, write, ſew, &c. they are inſtrufted in 
the principles of the Chriſtian religion, and 
furniſhed with ſuch means of obtaining an 
| honeſt livelihood (by being bound appren- 
tices or to ſervices) which their parents were 
unable to provide them with: they are ſub- 
je to the rules and orders preſcribed by 
the Truſtees and Directors during their 
hours of attendance at the Schools, and 
under the immediate care of a Maſter and 
Miſtreſs. We may naturally conclude, there- 
fore, that while they are at School, their 
time is properly employed; but what be- 
comes of their hours of vacation? and how 
are they ſpent ? Look around the different 


pariſhes, 


of inſtances; that they are idly and unpros 
fitably employed: how many of the children 
are to be ſeen lurking about the ſtreets, ac 
quiring habits of idleneſs, forming connec- 

tions with the moſt profligate and abandoned 


F423 
pariſhes, and, 1 fear, in many parts, there 
will exhibit a melancholy proof, in a variety 


part of mankind, and are initiated into 
every ſpecies of vice, at an age when they 


know hot their danger, and before they can 
poffibly have learnt the great difference be- 


tween virtue and vice. Theſe are alarming 


Pantone tt but an fafts too noto· 
| 89 U 41 


lie 


enen . a . on wh de 


a end of many of our youth, who have for- 


feited their ves to the injured laws of their 
country, und you will find, that the want of 
a religious education, and an early intro- 
duction into bad company, has been the 
principal cauſe of their ruin. How many 


very yoting men, nay, how many lads under 


twenty years of age, do we hear of wy | 


feſſions condemned for death: they are, at 


an early age, ſometimes from the connivance 
of their parents, and always from the examples 
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of their companions, initiated into the habit 
of picking pockets; in this they ſucceed for 
a while, and eſcape detection: and thus they 
are hurried from one vice to another, till 


the commiſſion of ſome notorious crime, or 


the perpetration of murder, preſents them 


to the bar of public juſtice; the horrors of 


a priſon brings them to a ſenſt of reflection 


on the career they haye run in all manner 


of wickedneſs; the awful day that puts a 


| period to their exiſtence, and hurries them, 
vith all their imperfections, to the tremendous 
bar of an angry God, preſentꝭ to their ima- 


gination what is not to be deſcribed: and 
ſcarcely conceived ; they are conſcious to 


themſelves where has been their falling off, 
| and, on the ſcaffold, de they not declare 
to the ſurrounding, multitude, as an admo- 


nition, but, alas! with little effect, that an 
ignorance or a neglett of their religious 


duties have brought them to that untimely 


end. If, therefore, theſe poor wretches had 


heen properly inftruted in the knowledge 
and fear of God, it is probable they would 
bave eſcaped ſuch an unfortunate end, and 


have been more worthy members of ſo- 
eie. watts bas corn SL) 
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Liam confident, that were the children of 
the poor taken that care of, Which I have 
here ſubmitted to your conſideration,' there 
would be leſs reafon! to complain that-our 
criminal laws are too ſanguinary, becauſe 
there would be much leſs cauſe to enforce 
them. HAN WAN, the well-known patron 
and friend to the poor, whoſe loſs they, and 

all mankind, muſt ever lament, and Howanp, 
chat living monument of univerſal benevo- 
lence; both obſerve, as a reaſon why there 
are ſo few public executions in other parts 
of Europe, that the children of the peaſantry 
are early eee tho! principles: of their 
rn No en ee e 
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* 10 enumetate all the evils a theſe 
Schools in their preſent ſtate, and their con- 
ſequences to the children, would be engroſſing 
too much of your time; I vill only inſtance 
the following fact, as a further proof that they 
are not founded in chimera. About four 
years ago, a boy in one of the Schools, be- 
fore the uſual time of breaking up, aſked 
the maſter' g leave to go home, ſaying, his 
father wanted to ſend him upon an errand, 

maſter, having no reaſon to diſbe- 
17801 „ 8 lieve 
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purpoſe, but he runs away i Iron-Gate, 


to the maſter, who was greatly alarmed; and 
immediately applied to the parents, but found 
them, alas l wholly ignorant of what had 
happened, and that the ſtory told the maſter 
vas untrue, deſigned only to anſwer the boy's 
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* 1 
lieve what he ſkid, eomplied with his requeſt: 
the boy had no ſooner accompliſhed; his 


ear the Tower, to bathe in the Thames 


vick others of his oompanions; he had not 

been long in the water before he. got ſo 
entangled between two barges, as to render 
every attempt to ſave him fruitleſs ;- he in- 
ſtantly funk, and the body was not taken 


up for near two hours after the aceident. 
In the mean time, his clothes were taken 


own pleaſure, which it pleaſed Providence 


to fruſtrate, as an example to the reſt of the 
children. How then are ſuch aceidents to 
be prevented under the preſent eſtabliſhment, 


and are not the children vines dane to ——_ 


Nor ee" 5 en 45; 


; To W and e difficulties is, 


at preſent, impoſſible; J propoſe, therefore, 
as the only means to prevent them, to bring 


the chikirehs under one roof, and to ſupport 
them 


\ 


to preſerve order and regularity in the 

Schools, and a proper obedience amongſt 
the children, you will never etadicate the 
originate, unleſs you confine. them to the 
houſe, and are ſubjedt to ae and 
. WF Ron aui esd a7 


1 3 
them altogethers this. will be-inſticnting. Ka 


lafe aſylum for them, preſerving them from 
ſuch aceidents as that before mentioned, pro» 
tecting them againſt the ſnares and tempta- 
tiots they are now expoſed to out of School | 
hours, and conduQing- chem n deere 
5 nen an * youth. E ni gits 
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5 * many ee a 1 f 


the preſent age, who have occaſionally ſtood 


forward to plead the cauſe of theſe poor chil; 


55 dren, have lamented the want. of à better 
proviſion for them, and have declared, that 


1 


; Mun DS$2191117 29. 9000;xa7: 
ln, to ſhew this e of ſuch an in- 
kitution in a ſtill ſtronger point ef view.— 
Many of theſe: children are unfortunately 
fitudted, as to their parents; ſome there are; 
Who, | by getting their children admitted into 
Val: : 1 B 2 theſe 


[ uw] 


theſe Schovlofor a certain number of years, 
think they have diſcharged their duty to 
them ; and ſo, as they are regular in thei 
attendante at School, they regard not how 
their vacant hours are employed; they 
fooliſhly imagine they are to be taught every 
thing in theſe Schools that :will: enable them 
to take care of themſelves and their families, 
without any other aſſiſtance ar advice lon 
heir parts: others there are, who, from their 
own bad conduct and example, fruſtrate the 
very intention of their children's / going to 
School; from the evil hahits they acquire at 
home We all know, that examples have 
more influence than precepts; and, make 
ſtronger impreſſions onithe mind; hence, 
the ſaying of SEX RCA: Homines ampliasoculis 
guam auribias tredunt, lougumiiter: per -pracepta; 
Breve et \effitux- per ouempia. And werknow, 
likewife;/) that bad / ones inculcated, maturallj 
ſubvert whatever good principles the mind 
may once be impreſſed with. e 
-i as fout 10 Wieden oft wal = Aud. 


It furely then requires the moſt ſedulous 
aitention to inſtill in their) minds a propbt 
ſenſe of. every religious duty, to ĩinute them 
to labour and . alt 
they | 
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_ they cat ihearn willi only" ferve to render 
them badimembers of ſociety; having gained 
ſome inſtruſtiom in writing and reading; thiey; 
canibetter i effitt whatever deſigns a bad pa- 
reit may dontrive.andideuſe for m—_ or 
their ownlieviÞimaging uggeſt. 
. 918:.2yod + Hanno bas 1:4 ans 
oandila — — ill conſe- 
quences may he prevented, by keeping and 
mai ntuinihgb thedchildren under one roof, 
anche unden th can of. proper perfons to 
fuperingend chem tiithere to be taught the 
principles of ite Chriſtian religion, o form 
them good Cliriſtians, h initiated in the 
pradtice f handicraft tradte, to make them 
ee, eee eee uu en 
munity) 161152209 203 16}, e. 0 dab again 
ie 3 bes aca K 0% 2, 
-In the Adee 1 Fw 
takten frum #liat-publiſhed/cannually by the 

you will ſee, that in ifomebofctheſe Schools 
part of the children are maintained and em- 
_ ployed in2theiv hobfes;i! In ithe i pariſh. of 
St. An, MWeſtmĩuſtar, ten of the girls 
are iaken into the/houſe, ↄaudiare maintained 
and emplayed>there; and, urhen qualified, 


129074 put 


cf che eldeſt) nigirk fel bodrdedinin;; the 


L w ] 
put out 40 fervices:;- iti; ther patiſh of St 
girls; are mainthined in lkeimaniier f in ch 
pati ſſu of St. Johns, Soutiarlif fourteen.of 
the girls are taken imos the i houſe : in the 
pariſh of. St. Paula Ocventi Garden, fours 
teen girls and fourteen boys are wholly 
maintained and employed in ahb houſe & in 
the: pariſh of; St,Sepulchye's, inepey def 


houſect in tho Britiſh o GharwhSchook 
tork vn girls and twentysright bboys 208 
majatained in the hnuſe iche ſhriner dre ety 
pl / ed in houſebhuid wock}iths lattar in 
maniafaQtorys; and hq in ofibge,! u u apy 
prentices: O Butzs ofalb lde haritaſie inſti- 
tutions deſigned ſor the education of ipaor 
children, that of Rayne's ſtands yet unri- 
valled;; this Oharit was, :Fanniderl and en- 
 _doiwed, at{hia:dolb>dipenge;ofhr the) main- 
tenance and reditcatidy ofofevry pdor girls; . 
who are einployod im er uſeſul brantihes of 
howſewifery;; and when al gal puti dut ta 
fervices:; but thd liberality afothe::Fdunder 
dbes not ceaſe here, rit/ſhimdb forth. ilk mare 
tomfpicuous3' twice modvetyo ear; thoſe 
girls who haut been at ſervioeb and are of a 
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proper ige draw lots Bob a marriage per- 
tion of one hundred pounds, which is given 
them upon the day of marriage by the 
Truftees, aſſembled for that purpoſe at the 
Schooſ-Houſey and that no improper wſs 
may be made of it; thei Fruſtees are directed 
to mquire particularly into the charafiers of 
the intended huſbands, and that they belong 
to the eſtabliſhed church; and although it 
may and has been the misfortune of ſome of 
the young women to have drawn ſeveral 
times without 'ſucceſs,” yet they are always 
included in the number which draw the fol; 

lowing year; What a wonderful inſtanee is 
this of the charity, and benevolence of an 
| individual Þ unparalleled” in this, or any 
other country. How many living monu- 
ments has he raiſed to perpetuate his me- 

mory ! and generations yet unborn will learn 
to hleſs the man who has provided them 
ſuch a comfortable maintenance. Although 
a plan of this kind would far exceed the in- 
come of many of the Pariſh-Schools; yet to 
eſtabliſh ſuch places, where the children 
may beimaititained and employed under one 
roof} is Wy and _ the advan. 
* * 1 f tages: 
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tages to be derived from them muſt appear 
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Js, order; therefore; to leſſen the expence 


that would accrue from maintaining ſo great 


à number of children as at preſent occupy. 


each School, IL propoſe to reduet their 
number, as they grow up and leave the 


School, to one-half; or three fourths, ac- 


cording to the finances and circumſtances of 
the Schools: but ſtill there will be a ſum of 
money wanting, in the firſt inſtance, to eſta- 
bliſh a proper place to receive them, and to 
furniſh it with every neceſſary in the, articles 


of beds, houſehold- linen, furniture, &c. 


To defray theſe: expences, we may ſurely 
apply to the opulent and well - diſpoſed in the 
reſpedctive pariſhes, towards carrying into. 


effet a work of ſuch 1mpor tance to ſociety; 
and I am fully confident that, when once; 


eſtabliſhed, the expence of maintaining them 


would not | CROPS the. ino. . moſt of- the 
u ien 


. may * be 8 as an an objeftion, 


that to reduce the number in the manner, 
| propoſed, many children will be totally 


m_— 


LY 1 
deprived of receiving any education at all: 
and though this will eventually be the caſe, 
yet would it not be more expedient to leſſen 
the number by degrees, than to diſcharge ſo 
many at once. In reforms of every kind, 
where an advantage is intended for the ge- 
' Heral good, to accompliſh them with effeR, 
ſome few individuals are often ſufferers by 
the change; but we muſt conſider the com- 
munity, and not the individual, non nobis, 
ſed omnibus. Let it be remembered, however, 
that thoſe children who remain in the School, 
and thoſe that may in future be admitted on 
this plan, will certainly be much better in- 
ſtrukted, and in a conſiderable leſs time than 
is at preſent required for their continuance 
at School; conſequently there will be oftener 
vacancies occurring : but it will have a fur- 
ther good effect; ſuch perſons as are defirous 
of their children receiving the benefit of 
8 theſe inſtitutions, will be careful to prepare 
. them for admiſſion; for a preference ſhould 
I always be given to thoſe who have taken 
8 pains to oo gs 103 children. 
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As it is not my intention to diſcharge any 
of the children on forming theſe inſtitutions, 
15 C a difficulty 
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a difficulty will probably ariſe in reſpett to 


thoſe that remain, after taking a certain 
number into the houſe, which may be ob- 


viated in this manner: after ſeleQing all the 


oldeſt childxen for the houſe, the reſt ſhould 


remain upon the old, that 1 is, the preſent 55 


eſtabliſhment, to be taken in according to 


TOO: as vacancies 4 W 


1 child le 5 r into 0 


Schools until he or ſhe be eight years of 
age, nor continue in them longer than four 
years; for in this time they may, under 
attentive | and experienced maſters and 
miſtreſſes, acquire every neceſſary inſtruktion 


to form them good Chriſtians, and be pro- 


perly qualified to be placed out in manufac- 
| tories, or in in ſervices, for not leſs than ſeven 
| ande 


" thy the apprentieing out this 1 
cannot omit to recommend to your 5 


7 conſideration this important concern, which 
involves their future welfare, but which has 


not been attended to with that circumſpec- 


tion, in, ſome inſtances, as the nature of it 


ne The what of che intended 


maſters 


031% „ ® . f „ 1 
* 


L 9 J 
maſters and miſtreſſes cannot be too minutely 


examined, as to their conduct in life and 
their religious tenets: for want of this ne- 


eeflary:vinquiry, ſome children have been 
apprenticed to perſons diſſenting from the 
Church of England, contrary to the deſign 
of theſe inſtitutions; ſo thatall you have been 
doing to initiate theſe children in the prin- 

ples of the Chriſtian religion is done away 
and rendered of no effect: for, while they 
were under your care, they were taught to 
believe, that faith without works was dead; 
but, by ſuch perſons, they are aſſured, that 
faith (alone) in Chriſt will obtain them ſal- 
vation, and though their ſins be as red 
as acre dee b * , as white as 
Ne a | * 


ee per and Apollon of the vathle 
undder whom they are to be placed, ought to 
be another object of your inquiry, as the 
following fact will plainly demonſtrate.— 
A boy who had been regularly brought up 

in one of theſe Schools, and had left it at 
the uſual time, with a character of an honeſt. 
induſtrious lad, was apprenticed to a Glaſs- 
Cutter: during his month's nn pre- 
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vious to being bound, there appeared no- 


thing objectionable in the man's dondutt to- 
wards the boy, but every thing ſeemed ſa- 
tisfactory to him, and he was accordingly 


bound for the term of ſeven years. The 
firſt week of his apprenticeſhip, he was ſet 
to work in a dark cold garret, without fire, 
and without a ſufficient quantity of food to 
ſupport him; his maſter regularly attended 
him twice a day, to ſee that he performed 
the work he had given him to do, which he, 
with difficulty, had always completed; and 
ſeeing the boy expert and aQtive, he would; 


afterwards, ſet him an additional taſk to do 
in the night, and even this, the poor lad 
would ſometimes. finiſh ; but, for a conti- 
nuance it was impoſſible; tired nature re- 
quired refreſhment, and he would often fall 
aſleep over his work; but long he dared not 
indulge, the dreaded maſter's approach kept 
him on the watch: when, therefore, he failed 


in his work, this inhuman wretch would beat 
him in ſuch a manner, as to diſable him from 
working for ſeveral days. The poor boy 
bore all this without murmuring, or even 


complaining to his friends of the maſter's ill 
treatment; he ſuppoſed he was bound for 
oY CR ſeven 


— 
lb YI EEO — % eee 
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ſeven years, and till the expiration of that 
period, he could not be releaſed from his 
ſervice. A length of time paſſed in this 


manner, while the man, — no; — vill not 


diſgrace humanity by calling him a man, — 


rather, this callous wretch ! would refuſe 


the parents admiſſion to ſee the boy; ſaying, 
he was too buſy to be ſpoke with, or, chat 
he had ſent him out upon buſineſs. It hap- 


pened, however, that the boy's cries reached 


the ears of ſome neighbours, who, knowing 


the diſpoſition of the maſter, communicated 


their ſuſpicions to the parents; they imme 


diately applied to ſee their ſon, and met 


vith the ſame repulſe as before; they de- 
termined, however, not to quit the ſhop till 


they had ſeen him, and inquired into the 


truth of what had been reported to them. 
Here my hand recoils, as it were, and invo- 
luntarily purſues a narration ſo ſhocking to 


| buman nature !—The poor lad was at length 


called down, but ſo disfigured by bruiſes, 


and emaciated for want of proper ſuſtenance, 


they ſcarcely knew their own child: he was 


taken away, and the parents were directed 
to apply to ſome magiſtrate to cancel the in- 


. who diſcharged him from the 
| ſervice 
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ſojourners alike through a ſtate of probation? 
andꝭhas not Chriſt ſtrictly enjoined us to take 
cate of our poor ignorant brethren? A 1 


1 


. 
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ſervice of ſuch an unfeeling wretch Poor 
ſatisfaction to the boy for the injuries he had 


received; yet it was a en * re- 
leaſed from ſuch Os ft SH aaa 


- 1 ? | Wik 
44 1 2 . 


IT this was the buy reaſon why "_ 
be cautious to whom you apprentice this 
children, it would ſurely be ſufficient; but 


they have other claims upon you. Are we 


not all the children of one common Parent, 


have ſtated to you the ſad conſequences 
ariſing from placing theſe children under 


üimproper maſters, I vill now endehvour to 
ſhew What will be the-probable effects of ap- 
prenticing them to perſons of good character. 
We will eonſider a youth brought up under 
your care, as placed to ſome honeſt induſtri- 
ous mechanic an apprentice for ſeven years; 
che maſter, on the one hand, conſulting the 


boy's happineſs and improvement, and, on 
the other, the boy ſtudying to promote his 
maſter's intereſt by aſſiduity and application: 


conſider him as having paſſed a faithful ſer- 
vice of ſeven years, and applying to you for 


his 


L 28 J 


his indentures, his maſter alſo attending to 
teſtify to his good conduct, and addreſſing 
himſelf to you in ſome ſuch terms as theſe.— 
Gentlemen, the education 1 have received 
© at your hands, and the care you have 
taken to place me out in the world, has 
enabled me to paſs through my appren- 


LL, ticeſhip-with pleaſure and comfort to my- 


„ ſelf, and with ſatisfaction to this worthy 
« man (his malter). It has afforded me the 
« means of providing a comfortable liveli- 
hood, not only for myſelf, but for an 
_ « aged and afflicted parent, who would pro- 
de bably, but for my aſſiſtance, have ſunk 
e under the preſſure of diſeaſe, his declining 
« years have been negletted and forgotten, 
and the hopes be had entertained of his 
latter days being made comfortable have 
e periſhed! Our daily prayers ſhall be 
offered up, as a memorial before God, of 
© our. gratitude to you, praying, that you 
“ may not in due time fail of your reward.” 


Isa the appointment of pröper perſons to 
ſuperintend theſe children, much care and 
attention is neceſſary on your part: for on 
this, the propoſed alteration, and the benfits 
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briety, and of a temper and diſpoſition ſuited 
to form the minds of young children, and 
mould the heart to virtue, are the moſt 
likely to effectuate every good purpoſe that 
can be deſired. The whole of their time 
ſhould be employed for the ſervice of theſe 
children, that they may early impreſs on 


cuſtom them to habits of induſtry; The 
great and learned Bacon, who had long 
ſtudied the nature of man, and who well 
knew the frailty of the human heart, ob- 


to their learning and infuſed opinions, but their” 


annis imbibita conſuetudo.” You mult ſee then 
the neceſlity of early inftruftion of “ teach- 
ing the young idea how to ſhoot,“ while the * 
human mind is in a ſtate to receive thoſe. 


L ] 


to de derived from it, in a great meaſure 
depend. Perſons whoſe characters in life 
have been uniformly conſiſtent with the eſta- 
bliſhed church, thoſe remarked for their ſo-' 


their minds, the duties which religion and' 
their ſubordinate ſituation require, and ac- 


ſerves, that men's thoughts are according to their 
inclinations, their diſcourſe and ſpeech according 


deeds are as they bave been accuſtomed : and 


what is education, as the ſame author further 
obſerves, but an early cuſtom, © a teneris 


BIT, Impreſſions; ; 


L 2s J 
impreſſions; and iſ they are not ineuſcated 


at that period, the children, as I have be- 
fore related, will be expoſed to vumherleſs 
tempthtions, and deere 00G n 
than a ſerviee to ſo biet 
_Ho182ubs 1077 lo nig Jenn 4 

I cannot too frequently akin hs ** 
of your application to eſtabliſſi ſuch; a ſyſtem 

of education, ànd of your conſtant attend- 
| ance; to ſes that your, rules and orders are 
ſtriſtly obeyed; for, in the formation of all 
—— without a determined reſolution 
and perſeverance, and an unanimity amongſt 
the perſons undertaking them, no good pur- 
pole can ever be accompliſhed. I truſt, 
however, in this inſtance, no one will be 
found wanting to ſet on foot, and further 
che progreſs of eſtabliſhments founded on 
the principles of humanity, and which in- 
Kh th themihercauſs of our ir poor brethres. 
FI F333 31 >q 

. en iteſper e to ths” ee ne 
their xeading and writing, and the different 

manufactories which theſe children may be 
employed in, they muſt be leſt entirely to 
your management, becauſe they may be va- 
ried a8 occaſions hag pod I muſt,: however, 
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ploys the time of ſome of the children, from 


being any longer continued, I mean the 


abſurd cuſtom of learning them to ſing hymns 
and anthems for particular days; it ſeems a 
very unneceſſary part of their education, 
and can anſwer no good purpoſe whatever: 
on the contrary, it excites an ambition in 
the reſt of the children to become ſingers, 
and, I am perſuaded, you well know the ill 


conſequences that too often attend good 


ſingers; how often do they ſacrifice their 
health and their fortunes to the entertain- 
ment of their friends; their company is much 
ſolicited, the flattering compliments they 
receive, heightens their vanity, and that 
time is ſpent in ſtudying new ſongs, which 
might have been devoted to ſome more uſe- 
ful employment: what muſt then be the 


effects of this dangerous purſuit among the 
lower orders of the people, but utter ruin 
to themſelves and families. Aboliſh, there- 


' fore, ſo ridiculous a cuſtom, and when it is 
neceſſary that the children ſhould ſing upon 
anniverſary- days and other public occaſions, 


let the whole of them join in proper 


n or pſalms, without any preference or 


diſtinction 


A 


diſtinction among thoſe who may have the 


beſt voices. 


17 


the obſervation, that many people who at- 
tend and contribute upon theſe occaſions, 


who is employed for theſe purpoſes; if, 


however, it be neceſſary towards obtaining 
a large collection, to adopt ſuch meaſures, 
although it may not be ſo advantageous to 
the Charity, it will ſurely be more decent to 
invite the choriſters of St. Paul's or Weſt- 
minſter upon theſe particular days; for 1 do 
abhor the idea of introducing into the 
churches, public ſtage ſingers, to ſing pſalms 


or | hymns adapted to the airs of ſome fa- 
vorite ſongs, 


I have endeavoured to give you ſome idea 
of the preſent ſtate of the Schools, and the 


mode of educating the children; and, 1 


hope, from what has been propoſed, you 
will ſee the neceſſity of forming them upon 


different eſtabliſhments. To convey reli- 
gious inſtruction to the lower claſſes of the 
| | people, 


4 It will be urged, perhaps, and I am ſorry 
to acknowledge there is too much truth in 


are excited thither by ſome favourite ſinger, 
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the fame unwearied aſſiduity will actuate you 
in the preſent inſtance, to forward and pro- 
mote theſe inſtitutions : how far your endea- 
vours may be ſucceſsful, no human power 
can divine; you can only endeavour to effet 
ſuch purpoſes which mall merit _ bes 


would cheerfully and liberally- nn ra 


LW 3 


people, embraces many great advantages: it 


is ſurely then the duty of every man, as a 
Chriſtian and a Citizen, to extend them for 


the benefit of ſociety, by promoting Chriſ- 


tianity, and ſupplying the manufacturers of 


this country with able and uſeful artificeys: 


It is to you, whoſe active zeal in ſuppotting 
theſe Schools has been moſt: conſpicuous, 
that I make this appeal, not doubting but 


een 54% ä 7 nds 

1 e a ente e to n 
theſe good intentions effectually imo execu- 
tion, the contributions of your benevolent 
and opulent neighbours will be required, to 


ſineſs; and, ſurely, every one who is able, 


een ſo and mne, a — 
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Whatever may be the event of theſe , 


pages, and however men's opinions may 

differ, as to the object of them, the utility, 
and I will venture to add, the pratticability 
of ſuch inſtitutions is too evident to be 
controverted ; but ſhould they be only cur- 
ſorily conſidered, without any view to adopt 
the means preſcribed, -I{hall, nevertheleſs, 
receive ſome ſatisfaQtion to myſelf i in having 
endeavoured to (excite an inquiry into the 
ſtate of the Schools, and pointing out a better 
mode for educating the children, for their 
| benefit and for the benefit of ſociety. 


GENTLEMEN, 


* 5 


Yours, &c. 
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